
 

 

Mills High School 

English 1 2018/19 

Mr. Kelly Hensley  

  

Contact information 

Room: 116 / Email: khensley@smuhsd.org (This is the best way to reach me.)  

 

Class Description 

English 1 is a class that will teach you to be a better reader, writer, listener, speaker, and thinker.  The 

class is aligned to the common core standards and will prepare you for the AP Language and AP Literature 

track.  By the third week mark, you will chose either to be in Eng 1 CP or AS. Students who opt for the AS 

designation will receive more academic enrichment opportunities to better prepare them for AP courses. 

There is no grade bump for taking the AS class.  

 

MHS Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (Mills SLOs are educational goals that are built into 

the curriculum): 

● Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

● Positive contributors to the community 

● Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

● Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

 

Texts Covered  

Selected Poetry 

Selected Non-Fiction Essays and Speeches 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Fahrenheit 451 

Romeo and Juliet 

 

Grading 

Every assessment is given a letter grade and a corresponding numerical score.  The letter score defines 

your level of mastery on any given assignment.  These grades will be broken down by the assignment 

categories listed below.  Note that there will be several assignments given for each of these categories, but 

will make up a particular percentage of your final semester grade. 

 

Grading Categories 

Assignments Percentage of Semester Grade 

Homework and Classwork 15 

Projects, Presentations, and In-Class Essays 70 



Final 15 

Grading Scale 

Percent Grade Definition 

98-100 

94-97 

90-93 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Far Exceeds Standard 

88-89 

84-87 

80-83 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Exceeds Standard 

78-79 

74-77 

70-73 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Meets Standard 

68-69 

64-67 

60-63 

D+ 

D 

D- 

Approaching Standard 

0-59 F Far From Standard 

50 M Missing Assignment 

 

Homework / Late Work / Makeup Work Policy 

Homework is designed for preparation and completion of assessments. Missing homework and classwork 

assignments receive 50% credit and can be made up for full credit at any during the unit.  All other 

missing assignments or assessments receive zero credit until they are made up for credit.  Missing 

assignments submitted after the end of the grading period in which they were assigned may be assessed a 

grade penalty. 

 

Canvas Grade Codes 

E = Excused/Exempt 

M = Missing - Needs to be turned in. Worth 50 percent of possible points until turned in. 

 

Tutoring & Interventions 

I am available for help with any assignment during flex time on blocks and everyday at lunch on the track. 

I am also available to meet after school if you make an appointment in advance. 

 

Classroom Procedures and Policies 

Binder: 

Each student must have an organized binder at all times.  Please place assignments in order by date. 

Please organize your binder with tabs as follows: 

In the front: NO TAB: Syllabus 

Tab #1: Handouts 

Tab #2: Class Notes 

Tab #3: Assignments 



Tab #4: Essays 

Tab #5: Grammar and Vocabulary 

 

Class materials and assessments: 

Students are required to bring all necessary books and materials to class each day.  Students are required 

to keep all handouts, notes, returned assessments both formative and summative for this course, 

including this syllabus.  I will not discuss a grading error with you if you cannot produce the graded 

assignment itself.  I will not discuss an opportunity to reform an assessment without being able to see 

your prior assessments.  You may be required to review past assignments in order to adequately prepare 

for tests. I reserve the right to change this syllabus during the semester.  I will inform you of any changes.  

 

Use of outside sources: 

If you use outside sources when writing a paper, you must always cite the source you used in a 

bibliography at the end of your paper; otherwise you will lose the full amount of points on the assignment. 

All major papers will be submitted to Turnitin.com to ensure academic integrity. 

 

Cheating: 

Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  This means no plagiarism, no copying from others work, no 

asking friends about tests given in prior classes.  Cheating results in a failing grade on any assignment.  I 

will not write a letter of recommendation for any student who has cheated in my class. 

 

Personal Electronic Devices and Accessories: 

You are not allowed to have cell phones out on your desk or your lap during class time without 

permission.  Cell phones should be kept in your backpack or purse.  You should never be wearing earbuds 

or headphones without prior permission.  Unpermitted phone or earbud use will result in confiscation of 

said devices until the end of the period.  Repeated violations of this policy will result in additional 

consequences.  Additionally, having an electronic device in your possession at any point during a test or 

quiz will lead to an automatic zero on said assignment.  

 

Attendance: 

School policy will be enforced.  You must be in your seat when the bell rings; otherwise you will be 

considered tardy.  

 

Classroom Behavioral Rules 

1. Listen and follow directions 

What this means:  Pay attention to your fellow students and to your teacher.  Try to focus on what is 

happening in class, don’t distract yourself with items like cell phones or fidget spinners.  Complete tasks 

that are asked of you quickly and precisely. 

Exemptions: None 

 

2. Raise your hand before speaking or getting out of your desk. 

What this means: You can not blurt out answers, or interrupt the speech of others.  You need 

permission to go to the bathroom, stretch your legs in the back of the classroom, or to get something from 

another student. 

Exemptions: You do not need to raise your hand before speaking in a small group conversation.  During 

certain classroom activities it will be necessary that we get up out of our desks and move around without 

raising our hands.  I will advise you of times that this is appropriate. 

 



3. Be respectful to each other and to your teacher. 

What this means: Your behavior will not be rude, cruel, or insensitive to others. Try your best to be 

compassionate  and thoughtful.  Do not engage in activities that distract other students or your teacher. 

Leave personal conflicts at the door and act in a professional manner.  

Exemptions: There are no exemptions to this rule. 

 

4. Keep your hands and feet to yourself. 

What this means:  You will not physically engage with students in class.  Obviously, unwanted touching 

is unacceptable but so our other behaviors such as hugging, hand holding, or playing with someone else’s 

hair.  

Exemptions: There are no exemptions to this rule. 

 

Class Donations: 

Running nose are a constant.  We can use tissue boxes and antibacterial wipes to keep the desk 

clean.  Thanks. 

 

 

___________________________ 

Student Signature 

 

 

___________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature  


